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“ The agitation of thought is the beginning of Truth.” 
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oe 
BRADFORD INFIRMARY, ELECTION OF | demanded that all the diplomas and testi- 
SURGEONS. monials which had been sent up to the 


(From the London Lancet, Oct. 30.) 


On Friday, the 22d instant, a meeting of 
the governors and subscribers was held in 
the | Se antet of the Bradford Infirmary, 
to elect, two surgeons in the places of Messrs. 
Casson and Douglas, resigned. There was 
a crowded and highly respectable attend- 
ance, and the Rev. Dr. Barnet, Vicar, was 
requested to take the chair. 

otes of thanks were passed to Messrs. 
Casson and Douglas, for their past valuable 
services, and they were unanimously elected 
eonsulting-surgeons to the Institution. 

Letters were read by the Chairman from 
Messrs. Poppleton and Bennett, offering 
themselves as candidates for the vacant 
offices. After which, the following letter 
from the Medical Staff of the Institution was 


read :— 
“Infirmary, October 20, 1852. 

“The Medical Board have to report that 
they have examined the diplomas of Mr. 
Poppleton and Dr. Bennett, and that these 
gentlemen are eligible according to rule, for 
the office of surgeon to the Infirmary. 

“Messrs. Brereton and Brady have also 
sent in testimonials, but as the Medical 
Board have reason to know that they are 
both homeopathic practitioners, they de- 
clined to examine them. 

Wm. Macturk, M.D. 

Wm. Taylor, M.D. 

J. A. Illingworth, J. W. Roberts. 

Consulting Surgeon. R. H. Meade.” 

This letter seems to have taken the meet- 
ing completely by surprise, and there was 
for some moments a dead silence, till the 
Rey. Chairman remarked that the chair was 
now open for any observations. 

Mr. William Rand here rose, and asked 
the Chairman whether, after the letter just 
read from the Medical Board, it would be 
consistent for him to propose Mr. Brady as 
a candidate for the office of Surgeon to the 
Institution? On this subject there was 
great difference of opinion among the gov- 
ernors present, and a warm discussion arose 
about it, during which the Rev. J. H. Ry- 
land persistently, and at last peremptorily, 


Edwin Casson. 
James Douglas. 





Infirmary should be laid upon the table for 
the inspection of the governors present; 
but a very unanimous and decisive expres- 
sion of a contrary opinion at last silenced 
this pertinacious gentleman. 

Several governors expressing dissatisfac- 
tion at the conduct of the Medical Staff, in not 
having examined the diplomas, ete., sent in 
by the whole of the candidates, Dr. Macturk 
arose, and said, onthe part of his colleagues 
and himself, that it was not out of feelings 
of disrespect to the two individuals who 
had sent them in, but as they were well 
known to be homeopathic practitioners, it 
was deemed more advisable not to give them 
the status of candidates. 

No rule of the Institution to the contrary 
existing, Mr. William Rand ultimately in- 
sisted upon proposing Mr. Brady as a can- 
didate for the office of Surgeon to the 
Infirmary, and said that he had great plea- 
sure in doing so, and stated that Mr. Brad 
was not only a gentleman and a scholar, but 
aman of great literary attainments. He 
was his own medical attendant, and he had 
been assured by Mr, Brady that he confined 
himself in his practice to no system; that 
he was at perfect liberty to administer to 
his patient any substance whatever in the 
universe, which he thought would be most 
to his advantage. (Dr. Macturk, “But does 
he?”—roars of laughter.) 

Mr. J. P. Frank said he had great plea- 
sure in seconding Mr. W. Rand’s proposition. 

At this juncture, Mr. Brady (although 
neither a governor nor subscriber) was 
pulled forward by Mr. Frank into the centre 
of the room from for the expressed purpose 
of publiely stating what were his principles 
and practice; he was immediately ordered 
out of the room. 

Before Mr. William Rand’s proposition 
was put to the meeting, 

Mr. Meade rose and said, that although 
these gentlemen had the necessary legal 
qualifications, yet as they were openly prac- 
titioners of Homeopathy, they had virtually 
forfeited those diplomas, as they had de- 
parted from the principles they professed 
when they obtained them; and he begged 
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te move as an amendment the following | they were not ‘our candidates,’ and we are 


roposition : 

“That Mr. Brady is ineligible to be pro- 
posed even as a candidate for the office of 
Surgeon to the Infirmary, as his principles 
are opposed to those of the medical officers 
of the Institution and of the profession at 
large.” 

is was seconded by Mr. W. Coates, and 
earried by a show of hands. 


Of course, after this resolution the other | 


homeopathist was not even mentioned. 
Messrs. Poppleton and Bennett were then 
appointed surgeons to the Infirmary almost 
unanimously. And after a vote of thanks 
to the Vicar for his able and impartial con- 
duet as Chairman, the meeting separated. 
In reference to the 
and disgraceful proceedings exercised to- 
wards a highly educated and accomplished 
medical practitioner at Bradford, in the 
enlightened (!) nineteenth century, the Edi- 
tor of the Bradford Observer, to his honor 
and credit, has favored his readers with the 


following well-timed, manly remonstrance, | 


under the head of 
INFIRMARY ELECTIONS. 


“ By the retirement of Messrs. Casson and 
Douglas—whose indefatigable and able ser- 
vices as surgeons to the Bradford Infirmary, 
well deserved the encomium pronounced on 
them by the board—two vacancies have 
been occasioned, and these have been filled 
up by eminent and skilful townsmen, whose 
appointment to the posts of their universally 
respected predecessors no one hails more 
sincerely than ourselves. We have not the 
shadow of a doubt that the elections of Fri- 
day last will prove as advantageous to the 
Infirmary, and as ype to the gov- 
ernors and the public, as they certainly 
were honorable to the character and quali- 
fications of the successful candidates. We 
only wish that we could entertain the same 
respect for the proceedings, as a whole, 
which we cordially cherish toward both the 
late and the present medical officers. 

“ But we cannot feel the respect we could 
wish to feel for the proceedings connected 
with the late elections. We have a strong 
conviction that the principles of action 
enunciated and applied last Friday are 
essentially intolerant, unjust and unsafe. 
It is not to be borne that gentlemen of edu- 
eation, of professional ability, of unblem- 
ished reputation, and who, on the confession 
of their repudiators, had ‘complied with 
the conditions prescribed by the laws,’ 
should be tabooed on theoretical grounds, 
and be refused the courtesy of so much as 
an examination of testimonials, furnished 
‘in compliance with the laws,’ and at the 
request of a public advertisement. We are 
not annoyed because Dr. Brereton and Mr. 
Brady are not elected: we had no‘particu 


preceding illiberal | 


| penmoty satisfied with the choice made. 
ut we cannot divest ourselves of the im- 
= that the rejected gentlemen have 

een discourteously and unjustly treated, 
and that the summary condemnation of th. 
distinguishing tenet of their medical creed, 
without examination, without argument 
without evidence, and without trial, is an 
outrage upon the assumed freedom of opin 
ion of the nineteenth century. 

“Is it to be understood that no new 
theory in medicine is to be tolerated; that 
no new principle is to be permitted to live? 
| Is the Cyclopedia of medical science per- 
fected; have the faculty nothing further to 
| learn, or the public nothing further to hope ! 
For it must be remembered that, whilst 
doctors in theology may split hairs in the 
most ingenious style of Hudibras, and frame 
ereeds and decretals to their hearts’ con- 
tent, the public have the opportunity of 
reducing all such ponderous leartiing and 
party anathemas to mere, abstractions, as 
no one is bound (at least in England) to con- 
cern himself with the decisions of Doctor 
This, or the dogmata of Father That. But 
in medicine, every rule, every regulation, 
every prohibition of one practice, or en- 
forcement of another, impinges upon the 
unlucky bodily frame of some poor patient, 
whose malady is thus deprived of the aid of 
advancing science, because the decree has 
gone forth in favor of the old routine, and 
medical authorities, like ancient Medians, 
‘alter not.’ In theology we denounce the 
attempt to coerce conscience and worship 
by creed; yet in matters of religion we 
have an authority in the Bible, which can 
hardly be paralleled in medical economy. 
Surely the profession of medicine has aot 
yet culminated? Surely, with the experi- 
ence we have of cholera and consumption, 
and many other diseases, it is too presump- 
tuous to say—no new theory can arise, no 
new principle of action shall be recognised ! 
With respect to homeopathy, all we con- 
tend for is, that it should take its chance— 
take it fairly, without favor or prejudice, 
am ong the countless other pathies and isms 
that generally find their proper level in a 
few years. On the Continent, and especially 
in America, homeopathic practice is in high 
repute; yet in mid-England, gentlemen of 
excellent standing are turned back with 
their testimonials unread, because they are 
homceopathists. This is not the way to 
encourage independent thought, except in- 
deed by means of reaction created through 
disgust. Homeopathy may be, as a system, 
untrue, but it certainly is not self-evidently 
absurd. Should any think it so, they 
assuredly do not. know what are its tenets, 
and are probably ignorant or heedless of 
the fact that ‘regular practitioners’ have 
for years adopted homeopathic principles 








lar reason for wishing them to be successful ; 


in a few well-known cases, even as they 
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have adopted hydropathy in others. Ho- | thing which is now progressing rapidly 


mcopathists do all that can be expected of | 
man to do, or that it is possible to have 
done. They explain the philosophy of their 
practice, which is more than their oppo- 
nents do; they court discussion, which their 
opponents evade; they reduce to practice 
their avowed theory, and are anxious, no 
doubt, to extend their practice; they are 
open to modifications, and, in fact, have 
very materially modified many points of 
their system; and, finally they invite and 
challenge the test of experiment, with a 
view practically to determine the respective 
merits of the allopathic and homeopathic 
doctrines. What more can we desire of 
them? 

“We again disclaim ail personal feeling, 
and again disclaim all homeopathie predi- 
lections. Our argument is simply one of 
free opinion, of progressive science, of pro- 
fessional liberalism, and of public safety, 
which we had rather intrust to the most 
unrestricted competition, than to close cor- 
porations, exclusive patents, and diplomaed 
vetoes. At all events, the public are the 
parties most seriously concerned, but the 
public are, unfortunately, the only parties 
that are to be mute in the matter.” 





REFORM IN MEDICINE PROGRESSING. 


We do not doubt that the period is 
nearer at hand than our most sanguine ex- 
pectations recognise, when asort of doctrine 
which will resemble that taught by Hahne- 
mann, will supersede that of allopathy. 
We will not deny that this may be a real 
gain to the healing art, and to the human 
race. But how unwise it is for practitioners 
to adopt an imitation, having striking re- 
semblances here and there, and virtually 
reject the genuine article! Who among us 
in all the world has so thoroughly studied 
the doctrines and so carefully practiced the 
rules of Hahnemann as to be able to pro- 
nounce against them, upon reasonable 
grounds? If in the absence ef experience 
we reason against Hahnemann’s practice, 
then we do as all allopathists do who oppose 
our whole system; these adopt a false test 
of Homeopathy ; which is, argument based 
upon allopathic rules; but the true test is, 
experiment based upon the principles 
and rules discovered and promulgated by 
Hahnemann. A modified form of allo- 
pathic practice may so lean towards that 
of Homeopathy as to lead many to 





believe it genuine ; and it is this very 


to the overthrow of the usual violent allo- 
pathic measures. But it is, however, a fore- 
runner of a radical reform in medicine. For 
if physicians could break the cords of con- 
ventional rules, which are intended to force 
agreement and harmony, when these affini- 
ties have no natural existence in those who 
hold discordant theories, as among allo- 
pathists; if, we say, physicians could break 
these cords, their minds would experience a 
freedom which would enable them to per- 
ceive their former state of slavery; then 
truth would work its way through and by 
them. Each man would labor for the truth 
according to the abilities with which his 
Creator has endowed him. This mental 
freedom is much needed in the medical pro- 
fession; and it is a remarkable fact, not at 
all creditable to it, that in this age and in 
this republican country, conventions are 
held for the express purpose of binding each 
other still more firmly in mental slavery ; 
but all these efforts will amount to but 
little, for the spirit of liberty is at work, 
and men are learning, that conventional 
rules can only be useful when very general 
in their character, and that they ought to 
be perfectly consistent with liberty of 
thought and action when there is no in- 
fringement of any one’s just rights. Now, 
the allopathic school by the change in its 
practice, which has been progressing for 
years by the influence of Hahnemann’s doc- 
trines, which causes it in some respeets to 
lean towards Homeopathy in spite of itself, 
may lead many astray, by inducing them 
to think that Homeopathy can be manufac- 
tured out of modified allopathy, which can- 
not be in the nature of things, for they have 
nothing in common, there is no affinity be- 
tween them; they are antagonistic, and 
whoever embraces the one, of necessity re- 
nounces the other. This should be under- 
stood, that deception may be avoided, and 
the progress of genuine homeopathy pro- 
moted. 





MAGNITUDE AND REPETITION OF 


~ * 
By Hannemann. 


My doctrines in regard to the magnitude 
and repetition of the doses will be doubted 
for years, even by the greater number of 
homeopathic practitioners. Their excuse 
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will be, “ that it is quite difficult enough to 
believe that the minute henmmmnetba tees 
have at all the power to act upon the dis- 
ease, but that it is incredible that such 
small doses should be able to influence an 
inveterate chronic disease even for two or 
three, much less for forty or fifty days; 
yea, that after so long a time important 
results ne be aera from these im- 
eptible doses.” roposition, how- 
Seen, not one of Pn hich ought to be 
comprehended, nor one which ought to be 
blindly believed. No one is bound either 
to comprehend or believe that proposition. 
I do not comprehend it, but the facts speak 
for themselves. The truth of my propo- 
sition is demonstrated by experience, in 
which I have more faith than in my intel- 
ligence. Who will undertake to weigh 
the powers which Nature conceals in her 
depths! Who will doubt of their exist- 
ence? Whoever thought that the medi- 
cinal virtues of drugs could be developed 
in an infinite series of degrees by means of 
triturating and shaking the raw material? 
Does the physician risk anything by imi- 
tating a method which I have adopted from 
long experience and observation? Unless 
the physician imitates my method, he can- 
not expect to solve the highest problem of 
medical science, that of curing those im- 
portant chronic diseases which have indeed 
remained uncured up to the time when I 
discovered their true character and proper 
treatment. This is all that I have to say 
on this subject. I have fulfilled a duty by 
communicating to the world the great truths 
which I have discovered. The world was 
sadly in need of them. If physicians do not 
carefully practise what I teach, let them 
not boast of being my followers, and, above 
all, do not let them expect to be successful 
in their treatment. 

Is it proper we should reject a method 
of cure until the play of those natural 
forces, upon which the method rests, shall 
have been revealed to the sight, and shall 
have been made accessible to the minds of 
ehildren? Would it not be foolish to re- 
ject the practice of eliciting sparks from 
flint by striking against it with steel, for 
no other reason than this—that we do not 
understand how so much caloric could be 
latent in the flint, or how this caloric, after 
being elicited from the flint, could melt the 
little particles of steel which separate from 
the steel when we strike it against the flint, 
and in the shape of incandescent globules 
set the tinder on fire? We understand 
nothing of all this, and we have never- 
theless followed for thousands of years the 
practice of eliciting sparks from flint by 
means of steel. It would be foolish to 
decline learning to write because we do not 
understand how thought can be embodied 
in written words. Just as foolish it would 
be to reject the method which I have dis- 





covered for the cure of chronic diseases, on 
the ground that we do not comprehend the 
mysterious agency which that method 
involves. 





PROGRESS OF HOMCOPATHY AND 
THE ABANDONMENT OF ALLOPATHY. 


The art of healing is one of the most 
intricate of studies. This arises, not so 
much as is generally supposed from a want 
of accurate knowledge of the nature and 
character of diseases, as*from our limited 
knowledge of the effects of drugs on the 
human system. Progression on this subject, 
with the indispensable therapeutic law, 
necessarily leads to a perfect art in healing ; 
at least there will be a continual approxi- 
mation to exactness and certainty in the 
treatment of diseases. It should be borne 
in mind, what is hardly thought of, that a 
failure to recover lost health does not in 
every case imply an erroneous mode of 
treatment. This is an important fact, full 
of instruction both to physicians and to 
patients. In consequence of not properly 
considering and appreciating this fact, many 
renounce as well as denounce the most 
scientific practice. Few persons are willing 
to view their cases in the light of incura- 
bility; and physicians, as testimony of es- 
teem let it be regarded, feel reluctant to 
admit the inadequacy of their efforts to 
restore lost health; and in consequence, 
both are apt to condemn a practice which 
is the very best human knowledge is 
capable of employing. Keeping in view 
these preliminaries, the enlightened and un- 
prejudiced mind is prepared, after due ex- 
amination of the most ample proof that the 
nature of the subject admits of, that ‘“‘similta 
similibus curantur” is the only established 
therapeutic law. The conviction of its 
truth, in all who have fairly investigated it, 
is not disturbed by the fine-spun specula- 
tions which have been promulgated to 
disprove it. In the next place, it seems 
almost a self-evident proposition, that the 
only mode of learning the effects of drugs 
on the human system is, to try them in 
healthy persons. We doubt if this will be 
denied by physicians of whatever school, 
and we are quite sure it will strike every 
intelligent layman’s mind as the most 
reasonable mode that can be adopted for 
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the purpose intended. Now, by this/ dependent of one another; that they are 
method much has already been accom-! naturally distinct existences, so to speak, 


plished, and considering the nature of the 
labor it is wonderful that so much has been 
done in so short a time. Not only has a 
foundation been laid, but much of the 
building has been run up, and herein has 
already secured to the profession as well as 
to the people universally, the most com- 
plete materia medica hitherto known. We 
now a& the reader to reflect a moment, to 
ascertain, if he can perceive anything in the 
above two points which is obscure, un- 
reasonable, or that should excite contempt, 
ridicule and violent opposition in a mind 
that loves and is seeking truth in medicine. 
The above contains the gist of Homeo- 
pathy; it is the basis of Hahnemann's 
practice. Inasmuch, therefore, as we possess 
an atcurate knowledge as far as it has yet 
progressed of the effects in the human 
system, of numerous drugs; and a clearly 
defined law which enables us to employ 
them for remedies in diseases; together 
with an ample experience of fifty years; all 
of which taken together, and viewed in the 
light of every rule for the application of 
evidence to the question at issue, the con- 
clusion in every unprejudiced mind must 
be that Homeopathy is true, and conse- 
quently worthy of confidence, and should 
be exclusively relied on in the treatment of 
human maladies. 

In view of the above mentioned facts, 
another inference is clearly made out, which 
is, that Allopathy is false. For it is absurd 
to suppose that both are true. One or the 
other must fall, such will be the inevitable 
result. The signs of the times distinctly 
show that we are rapidly progressing 
towards the abandonment of the allopathic 
materia medice; the classification of which 
is the chief rule for its use, which is an 
emanation of speculative minds, based upon 
nothing. In the next place, the removal of 
the only basis of allopathic practice is in 
progress, which is that a theory of disease 
propagates the theory of cure. This lays 
at the foundation of all allopathic measures 
in the treatment of diseases. Now, Ho- 
mceopathy has shed light upon the world 
touching this, to the opposition, essential 
matter. She boldly proclaims that a theory 
of disease and the theory of cure are in- 





and a change of the one does not neces- 
sarily disturb the other. Homeopathy is a 
theory of eure, and that only; made up of 
well established facts, about which there 
can be no rational controversy, when her 
rules are strictly observed in conducting 
the experiments to test her pretended 
facts. 

It is remarkable, and worthy of reflection, 
that the reform in the treatment of diseases 
which Homeopathy proposes, is so com- 
pletely antagonistic in every point to that 
which had been practised for more than 
two thousand years, that she should have 
made any progress whatever in half a 
century, especially when a large proportion 
of her professed adherents have but a 
limited knowledge of her, and remain to 
this day scarcely half converted. We are 
in the habit of ascribing all events of very 
great importance as taking place under the 
supervision of the Supreme Berne, as to the 
nature of the event, the time when it is to 
take place, and the means which are 
employed in the accomplishment of his 
purpose About the time Hahnemann 
first proclaimed his thoughts on a reform in 
the treatment of diseases, the question 
was mooted—whether the people would 
not live longer, and enjoy better health 
if there were no physicians? Physicians 
were caricatured in many ways, ¢s- 
pecially by Hogarth in his pictures, and by 
Foote in his play entitled the “Devil on 
Two Sticks.” The people felt the force of 
these caricatures, and although they in- 
dulged in a hearty laugh at them, at the 
same time, they realized that the carica- 
turists had an appropriate subject. 

The intelligence of the people advancing, 
enabled them to question the propriety of 
what was done for the sick, and they felt 
uneasy and unsafe. This state of things 
thus most faintly described, was the moment, 
the auspicious moment, for the develop- 
ment of just such a man as Hahnemann. 
He having extraordinary natural endow- 
ments, which had been improved by a 
thorough edueation and exercising faith in 
God, he was made to love truth for its own 
sake, He sought it wisely, ardently and 
perseveringly, and propagated it freely, 
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believing in the old adage “that truth is 
mighty and will prevail.” This, in brief, 
was the state of medicine in the estimation 
of the people, when Homeopathy was first 
announced. But her look was so modest, and 
her manner so unassuming, that for a num- 
ber of years the people saw nothing in her 
that was great or glorious. But when one 
and another, despairing of relief after years 
of suffering, and spending all their sub- 
stance, solicited her aid with but little 
hope; but who in a short time found their 
sufferings to cease and their lost health 
restored; in their joy they proclaimed the 
marvellousness of their experience. Then it 
was that allopathists lost their usual 
self-possession, forgot their dignity, de- 
scended to the meanest of all measures— 
misrepresentation and personal detraction. 
But all this did not avail. Truth in 
medicine had got a start, and she could not 
be stopped in her onward course, and in 
fifty years she reached every civilised and 
almost every heathen nation on the earth. 
In conclusion we remark that to our mind, 
the downfall of Allepathy is certain, and 
the period is near at hand, when that de- 
sirable work will be accomplished: some 
of her strongholds are already yielding. 
She bleeds less; she often uses but one 
drug at a time and comparatively in a small 
quantity. She tries to appropriate some of 
the measures of Home@opathy. She is 
sparing of cathartics and emetics. She 
speaks against a continued use of drugs by 
individuals. She even admits that drugs 
in even small doses may ruin health and 
ultimately destroy life. She even suspects 
that the small doses of homeopathists may 
influence the vital principle. She begins to 
perceive that homeopathists are not such 
great “fools” as was thought, for they have 
seeured the confidence of the people by 
curing them of their diseases. She having 
progressed thus far, it is fair and reasonable 
to infer that she will not, while homeo- 
pathists are increasing on every hand, 
retrograde, but on the contrary advance in 
the knowledge and love of a true healing 
art. 





ts” Complete sets of this Journal may 
be had, stitched, at one dollar a volume. 
Address the Editor. 


FIERY INDIGNATION. 
To the Editor of the Lancet. 


Sm :—The following note I addressed and 
sent to the Editors of the “ Homeopathic 
Directory,” and informed them of my 
opinion. 
I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 
R. D. Starrer. 
[cory]. 
Liverpool, No. 1 Oxford-st., 
25th Oct., 1852. 


To the Editors of the London and Provincial 
Medical Directory, 4 Adam-street, Adelphi, 
London, 


GentLtemen :—I beg to acknowledge the 
arrival to hand of your second and last ap- 
plication for the insertion of my name in 
your Directory. Sinee its first publication, 
you are too well aware that the profession 

as been burthened by a parasite, under 
the name of Homeopathy, foreign to its 
philosophical inductions, and which has 
neither an atom of sense nor a grain of 
reason for a basis to stand upon. 

Such being the case, the sooner it is ex- 
punged the better; and I am sorry to see 
that you, who should be truly jealous of the 
honor and dignity of our profession, still per- 
sist in countenancing men who prostitute 
their intellects at the shrine of a fashionable 
quackery for the sake of filthy lucre, who 
are undoubtedly liars, knaves, and some- 
thing worse. This I say in pity, not in 
anger. 

No, thank God! I think I shall be able 
to face the world without the patronage of 
my name being inserted in a Medical Di- 
rectory of such a caste, in company with 
men of such unprincipled actions; and al- 
though you append the opinions of eminent 
men in the profession, I care not. 

1 am content that my name be left out 
entirely—in fact, I would prefer it; so 

lease erase it entirely ; it is no honor to be 
in such company. 

You have been, in your applications to 
me, at the expenditure of two tage 
stamps ; I return them enclosed, At cs 

I remain, Gentlemen, 
Your obedient servant, 
Ricnarp Dover Srarrer. 


Some of our readers may require a few 
words to explain the above letter. The 
Lancet, where it appears, is a rabid allopa- 
thie Journal, published in London, and with 
the exception of the Medical Gazette, of this 
city, it is the most unfair print, towards 
Homeopathy and her practitioners, we 
know of. In London there is published 
annually a Medical Directory, which is in- 
tended to embrace all diplomated physi- 





cians and surgeons. Lately, when the pub- 
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lisher of said Directory was about to issue | 
it, the question arose whether the names of | 
homeepathists should be inserted in_ it. 
This question gave rise to an animated discus- 
sion on the part of a number of allopathists, 
in the form of letters, which appeared, of 
course, in the London Lancet, of which the 
above is an example. We place this letter 
of Dr. Statter in our columns, not only be- 
eause it boldly and frankly avows his views 
and feelings towards men who are, to say 
the least, of equal standing with himself in 
birth, morality, professional learning and 
experience, but who take the liberty to 
differ from him in the treatment of diseases, 
but we do so because it expresses the feel- 
ings and speaks the sentiments of allopa- 
thists generally in their blind zeal in oppo- 
sition. to a reform in the healing art which 
does not tally with the doctrine of their 
school. 





“THE REGULARS.” 


In the Bradford Observer (England), Dr. 
P. A. Brady, of the homeopathic school, 
publishes a letter explaining the uncour- 
teous treatment he received at the hands 
of allopathists connected with the “ Brad- 
Sord Infirmary,” from which we extract the 
following truthful remarks, as every lay- 
man knows who has had professional deal- 
ings with allopathists. 





In the first place, in the allopathic school, 
all medical men differ from each other in 
their mode of practice. There is no accord- 
ance of opinion amongst them, and there 
never has vom such. In every age, on every 
subject connected with the treatment of 
disease, difference of opinion has been the 
rule, and accordance the exception, amongst 
the members of the medical profession ; and 
at the present day, it may be positively 
stated, that no two physicians would treat 
the same disease in the same manner. Nay, 
in the very diagnosis of the case, they will 
be too frequently at variance with each 
other, the kitiaitare of opinion thus eom- 
mencing at the very threshold ofthe inquiry. 
Provided, then, that our patients were cured 
only as safely and as certainly as those of 
men who differ from us in opinion, this dif- 
ference should constitute no reason why we 
should be deprived of the honors conferred | 
by the public on the profession at large. 
Must it not be regarded as intolerant and 
unjust, that I who, having practised the 
pe a system of medicine for nearly 
twelve years, and afterwards having ex- | 








amined by theoretical study and experi- 
mental investigation, pecan over five 
additional years, the claims of Homeopa- 
thy, may not be permitted to select that 
mode of treatment which I may consider to 
be best and safest, and most in accordance 
with the laws of nature# Whilst in the 
allopathic school opinions may vary with 
the barometer; whilst one may advocate 
bleeding in pneumonia, and another reject 
the practice as dangerous and bad; whilst 
one may vaunt mercury in the same dis- 
ease, and another prefer antimony; whilst 
hardly any two physicians can agree on the 
treatment of a single disease; whilst the 
remedy which is now lauded as valuable, 
may to-morrow be condemned as injurious ; 
whilst they may turn and twist, laud and 
condemn, bleed, physic, and blister, or let 
all alone, and leave the case to the safer 
powers of nature, are we alone to be de- 
prived of all discretion, and robbed by an 
intolerant seet of the professional honors 
due to us on account of a long and expen- 
sive course of medical and general educa- 
tion? Surely, to have had the moral cou- 
rage to leave the beaten track, which was 
acknowledged by all medical authority to 
lead only to doubt and difficulty, and to 
have extended the field of our researches, 
should not have cost us so dearly. Surely, 
the public, which is to receive the benefit 
of those researches, and in whose hands the 
»ower and the authority solely exist of con- 
erring civie honors, should not have sanc- 
tioned the conduct pursued in the Bradford 
Infirmary on the occasion of the late elee- 
tion—conduct so subversive of this freedom 
of opinion, which is not only the bulwark 
of political liberty, but the handmaid of 
scientific progress. 


UNIVERSITY OF BERLIN. 


A “chair” of homeopathic medicine is 
about, it is said, to be established in the 
University of Berlin. 

As the Queen of England and the King 
of Prussia are close allies, she at least will 
not despise this initiation of Homeopathy 
in the Prussian University; as they are 
associated together in giving a Protestant 
bishop to Jerusalem, her Majesty may also 
sympathise with this move on the part of 
the Chief of the Protestant Princes of the 
Continent in favor of Homeopathy. Who 
ean tell? We leave the point for the con- 
sideration of the Coroner for Middlesex and 
of the Editor of the Lancet.—Hom. Times. 


BETHLEHEM HOSPITAL. 


A correspondent addressed to us a letter, 
published in our last number, on the mis 
management of Bethlehem Hospital ; and in 
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the belief that this subject will excite a 
se interest among our professional 
rethren, we shall deviate from our usual 
course to place before our readers a few 
facts relating to the shameful mismanage- 
ment of this Institution. The Report of the 
Commissioners in Lunacy has been recently 
ublished, and a more sickening record of 
ioumenans and barbarity has probably 
never before been divulged. It 1s almost 
incredible that in this age, so boastful of 
the admirable management of its public in- 
stitutions, when our profession has espe- 
cially signalised itself by its efforts to ame- 
liorate the condition of the insane, and 
some of its leading members have been de- 
servedly eulogised for their enlightened 
philanthropy in numberless perorations, 
when it has even been supposed that the 
principle of humanity had been carried to a 
int that verged upon error and impru- 
ence—it is almost incredible that at such 
a time abuses so enormous, cruelties so foul 
and shocking as those related, should have 
been perpetrated in the first public institu- 
tion of the kind in the country, whose very 
name is an exponent to the popular mind 
of all other bud ectabtidunente in a Royat 
Asyium, whose government has been con- 
fided to a numerous and, conventionally 
speaking, respectable Board of 300 Gover- 
nors! Such shameless acts as those re- 
ported can only be accounted for on the 


presumption of a laxity of discipline highly - 


culpable on the part of those on whom the 
responsibility of conducting the affairs of 
the Institution devolved. Sir Peter Laurie 
was Chairman of the Committee, and it is 
marvellous how he, who has a keen eye for 
abuses, and especially delights in putting 
them down, should have been blind to the 
scandals committed by hirelings under his 
own control, in an establishment for whose 
vernment he was pre-eminently responsi- 
le! It would be well if Sir Peter ex- 
changed the quixotism of his past career 
for a serious and resolute effort to do his 
duty in those offices which he has been es- 
pecially called to fill, on the presumption 
of superior capability. What shall we say, 
too, of Dr. Webster, one of the Governors, 
who has been exposing with untiring zeal 
the imperfections of foreign asylums, yet 
appears to have been lamentably ignorant 
oF or indifferent to, the abuses for which 
he too, by the virtue of his office, must be 
held responsible? We should think that 
both these gentlemen must feel uneasy at 
the tardy but startling exposure of the mal- 
practices in their favorite Institution. 

It appears that at the back of Bethlehem 
Hospital there are certain basement wards, 
in which the refractory patients are lodged. 
These wards have been the obscure scene of 
brutalities, at the report of which the feel- 
ings recoil with horror. But the wail of 
the neglected and the oppressed has at last 











piereed their walls, and the sympathy and 
the succor of the humane will quickly reach 
the unhappy inmates. It requires no art to 
exalt the description of the impure and fla- 
gitious acts that have been daily and ha- 
bitually transacted in these dungeons. Let 
the unvarnished Report of the Commission- 
ers tell its own tale. We quote these sen- 
tences from the Report :— 

“The bedding provided for the patients 
in the back basements, where such of the 
refractory patients as are wet or dirty 
sleep, is a to serious objection, and the 
state in which the females of that class are 
placed in bed is not merely most objection- 
able, but most discreditable. The bedding 
in that part of the ward for the most part 
consists of loose straw, placed in a erib or 
trough-bedstead, and covered with a blanket, 
and upon this the patient is laid in a state 
of complete nudity. This practice, which 
has conte for years, has gone on without 
challenge from, and even (as is stated) with- 
out the knowledge of, the treasurer, the 
physicians, the resident apothecary, the 
matron, or any other of the racecar’ au- 
thorities of the Institution. The existence 
of such a state of things, while it discloses 
a most reprehensible practice, at the same 
time proves that most culpable laxity must 
have prevailed in the internal supervision 
of the hospital. wree 

“John Welsh, one of the keepers, an in- 
telligent man, who was formerly in the Ist 
Battalion of the Rifle Brigade, and who 
had been about four months in the hospital, 
corroborated the statement made by one of 
the unfortunate patients, as to having his 
throat squeezed; this man subsequently 
died. The instrument of torture was a 
stocking tied in a noose, and tightened till 
the patient was nearly strangled. This 
was done to keep them quiet while their 
clothes were being put on. . A man 
named Parkenson came in from the Strand 
Union, who was full of antics, and very 
stubborn to be dressed. The same keeper, 
Seth Thomas, called him to assist in dress- 
ing Parkenson. He put the stocking round 
his neck, and he was actually strangled. 
Welsh said, ‘You will strangle the man,’ 
and he replied, ‘We must do it to exhaust 
them, or we would not be able to dress 
them.’ Some laborers who were at work 
were looking on at the time. When the 
cell was unlocked Parkenson ran out, and 
Welsh caught him in his arms, and Thomas 
put the stocking round his neck. Welsh 
and another keeper then dressed him, and 
he got black and blue in the face. Welsh 
said, ‘You are strangling the man; for God’s 
sake, don’t do it!’ and Thomas said, ‘We 
must exhaust him.’ The dirty patients 
were always washed, even in the coldest 
weather, with cold water from the shower- 
bath. The patients in the lower wards 
were struck by the keepers. 
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“William Beach, who had been a keeper | repulsive epithets and violence; and if a 
from the month of July previously in the | patient was refractory, he was immediately 


hospital, also gave evidence as to the gene- 
ral harsh and cruel treatment of the male 
patients by the keepers. On one occasion 
a patient kicked him, and Thomas told him 
to take him into the back basement and 
unish him. Beach took him in, and shook 
im by the shoulder, and then let him go, 
on his promising not to do it again; and 
Thomas said, ‘ You do not half give them a 
ood hiding; if it was me I would 
give ithim.’ He had seen two of the 
keepers kneel upon a man until he sang out 
‘Merey.’ One morning, Berry, another 
keeper, brought down a patient who had 
been a little obstreperous. Berry gave 
him a tremendous kick behind, and kicked 
him right out into the yard. Another pa- 
tient, who saw the transaction, wrote a 
letter addressed to Dr. Wood, complaining 
of this conduct, and gave it to the man that 
had been kicked. Berry got hold of the 
letter, and told the writer, ‘if ever he found 
him writing letters again, he would break 
his back.’ 

“Let the humane reader credit the fact, 
that fifteen female patients have been suffered 
to lie for years in a state of complete nudity 
on wretched trough-bedsteads, in the cells 
of the basement wards of this our NationaL 
Asytum! That loose straw, befouled with 
their excretions, was their litter, and their 

















tortured with the garotte, an instrument 
made by making a noose in a stocking and 
twisting it round the unfortunate creature’s 
throat until he was nearly strangled! But 
why need we detail more minutely the 
varied iniquities of this house of torture, 
filth and depravity? Enough has been said 
to stir the indignation of the country, and 
to compel the interference of the Govern- 
ment to secure a better system of manage- 
ment for this ill-fated institution. 

“It appears that the jurisdiction of the 
treasurer is paramount in the establishment, 
and that the medical officer has only a 
shadow of power. Over the male side of 
the asylum, it is true, the medical officer 
divides the duty with the treasurer, but he 
is not permitted to make his visits over the 
female side without the presence of the 
matron, and he has no power to interfere with 
the moral treatment of the insane. He may 
‘suggest’ to the treasurer and matron the 
necessary changes and discipline, but it 
entirely depends upon the will of these offi- 
cials whether these suggestions are or are 
not carried into effect! Can any arrange- 
ments be more absurd or pernicious f 

“There is a remedy for these disgraceful 
proceedings—that the Institution be placed 
under the authority of the Commissioners 
in Lunacy, and be regularly inspected ; that 


Sedan 





~*~ 





only covering in all seasons a single blanket! | the present virtually irresponsible Board of 
If by a remote possibility some callous heart | 300 Governors be abolfshed or re-organized, 
could find an excuse for such an arrange- | and that the responsibility devolve on a 
ment, what could he reply to the revolting | single chief. By such a measure atrocities 
charge that these poor creatures when dirty | like these enumerated can never again oceur 
— laid down like Ps mata —_ Los gran | in this desecrated building.”—AMed. Circular. 
of t. wement, and m wit water 53: : : . 
a e pail? + tons ee had deeeithese- | The Editor of the Hom. Times appropri- 
tients, while the other vigorously plied the | #t¢ly remarks :— 
mop till the process was completed. Neither | ‘Here is a picture worthy of the pen of 
cloth nor towel was ever used to dry them | Dante, drawn by an allopathic writer, of 
after the mopping process, and their clothes | an allopathic Institution. These atrocities 
were put on while they were still drenched | have been perpetrated in a Roya Asytum, 
and dripping with wet! | that boasts of a Board of 300 Governors. 
“As might be expected, where the | Supposing such a picture could be presented 
cleansing process was performed with so | of a Homeopathic Institution, imagine the 
little sense of humanity, the patients were | indignation of the Lancet, the Medieal Times 
allowed to sink into a loathsome state of | and Gazette, and of all the other allopathic 
disease. One unhappy woman, Miss Hyson, | medical journals. Oh! the fierceness and 
‘was covered with sores; her hair was | the fury of the allopathic wrath that would 
matted and full of vermin;’ she was suffer- | have been poured out in such a contingency. 
ing under a ‘dangerous bodily complaint | ‘“ We ask our readers to consider this Re- 
(prolapsus), requiring great eare and atten- | port of Beruieuem Hosprrat ; to weigh well 
tion, and swollen legs,’ yet she was one of | the facts of the case; apd now, as always, 
the fifteen subjected to the brutalities of | with respect to medical treatment, we claim 
the nurses, and never received due medical the pre-eminence for Homaopatny. Will 
aid. | the authorities give us Bethlehem Hospital 
“The morality of this Institution seems | for ten years? Let us so institute the com- 
to be on a level with its discipline. One of | parison between homeopathie and allopa- 
the keepers seduced a patient, and another thie therapeutics.” 
of the patients overeame the virtue of a 
daughter of a laundry-maid. Oaths and 
execrations were the familiar language of 
this Hades; complaints were met with 











HOMEOPATHIC INTELLIGENCE. 


The Hamburger Correspondent of the 25th 
October contains the following paragraph, 
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under the date of Hanover, Oct. 21st :-—* It | 
is remarkable that in all the notices which ' 


have appeared in the public papers respect- 
ing tap iomney of thelr Majestics and waite 
to pg ea at no mention has been made 
of the physician accompanying the Royal 
Family, who is the heshasopaihte ph siclan 
Weber (Saniéatsrath, sanitary oad mca 
royal title) That this gentleman attends 
upon his Majesty, especially for his eyes, in 
the absence of Dr. Leeuw, has long been 
known. From his being one of the royal 
suite, it is evident that the whole Royal 
Family is now intrusted to Homeopathy.” 


ON THE OBSERVATIONS OF NATURE 
IN THE TREATMENT OF DISEASE. 


BY ANDREW COMBE, M.D, 


~~ of the Royal College of Physicians of | 


‘gh, one of the Physicians in Ordi- 
nary in Scotland, to the Queen, dc., &. 


[Continued from page 104]. 


Assuming the general accuracy of the 
views contained in the preceding letter, we 
shall be warranted in inferring from them 
that the radical fault of a large portion of 
the prevailing medical practice consists— 
Ist, in prescribing for the abstract disease, 
irrespective of the constitutional condition 
of the patient; 2dly, in placing the chief 
reliance, even in cases where the active 
interference of the physician is not at all 
required, on the use of drugs and active 
means, the operation of which, from their 
administration being guided by no princi- 
ple or well understood rule derived from 
ee gre tends not unfrequently to im- 
pede and disturb the restorative efforts of 
nature; and, lastly, in the general and 
often entire neglect of those physiological 
or hygienic arrangements which, from their 
co-operation with the intentions of nature, 
contribute so powerfully to the well-bein 
of the individual when he is in health, oat 
to ‘his recovery when attacked by disease. 
But much as these defects impede the 
present efficiency of medicine as a practical 
art, they do not in the least disprove its 
firm foundation in the laws of nature, or 
detract from the value of its principles, 
when properly applied (as they also often 
are) under the guidance of reason and ex- 
perience. On the contrary, by laying bare 
the causes of the blemishes. by which the 
medical superstructure has been disfigured, 
we not only show how they may be re- 
moved, but hold out the prospect of medi- 


eine being ultimately brought to as high a | 
| days ago. A young lady ‘complained of 


degree of certainty and perfection as any 


estimative science can attain. For even | 
were all its constituent elements as fixed 


and eertain as those of mathematics, their 
application must still be made by men of 
varying powers and knowledge to patients 





of different ages, sexes, habits, and consti- 
tutions; and it is plain that, under cireum- 
stances so inherently variable, there must 
always be such a wide field for the exercise 
of individual judgment and skill, as to 
render absolute similarity or equality of 
practice a moral impossibility. Approximate 
results are all that can be looked for. 
Keeping to essentials then, and believing 
as I do, from the foree of evidence, that 
ordinary medical science rests on a solid 
and natural foundation, I see great reason 
for endeavoring to improve and purify its 
doctrines and practice, but none whatever 
for abandoning the principles on which it 
is based. So far from this, I am more than 
ever persuaded that the observation of the 
order of nature is at once the surest guide 
we can have in the study and treatment of 
disease, and the only means by which we 
can arrive at a correct estimate of the 
special action and relative value of every 
therapeutic agent, whether homeopathic 
or eclectic. The same remedy prescribed 
at different stages of the same disease may 
be followed by consequences so widely 
different as wholly to mislead us, if we do 
not use the necessary discrimination. Thus, 
an infinitesimal dose or an ordinary drug 
administered just at the crisis or turning- 
point of a disease will be followed by an 
alleviation of all the symptoms; but surely 
it would be unreasonable to infer, merely 
from that sequence, that the dose or the 
drug was therefore the cause of the amend- 
ment. On the other hand, when a medicine 
in itself useful or harmless, given eclectically 
or homeeopathically during the increase of 
the disease, fails to prevent that increase 
from taking place, are we on that account 
warranted in inferring that it was the cause 
of the subsequent aggravation of the symp- 
toms? Certainly not; and yet such infe- 
rences are so frequently drawn on equal! 
slender grounds, that I, in common with 
most of my brethren, have had the mortifi- 
cation to receive unmerited praise and 
gratitude on the one hand, and blame on 
the other, for good and bad consequences 
whieh I was conscious were wholly inde- 
pendent of and unconnected with the drugs 
which were supposed to have caused them. 
In both instances all that could be justly 
said was, that the phenomena which ensued 
were subsequent in point of time to the ad- 
ministration of the medicine; and hence, 
unless we discriminate carefully between 
mere sequence and actual causation, we 
may cantly be led by supposed experience 
into the most grievous errors, A case 
illustrative of this principle oceurred a few 


troublesome palpitation of the heart brought 
on by unusual agitation of mind. At the 
very time when the exciting cause was re- 
moved, a homeeopathist was consulted, and 
prescribed a globule. In a day or two the 
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| stances coincided exactly with those speci- 


more they ceased. The homeeopathist | fied in my letter, written four years before 


knew nothing about either the existence or 
cessation of the exciting cause, and there- 
fore would naturally consider the result as 
roduced by his medicine. In reality, 
fewoven, the supposed cure was so palpably 
the mere return of quiescent and regular 
action in a healthy subject, after the ex- 
citing and disturbing cause had ceased to 
operate, that the homeopathist himself 
would never have thought of ascribing it 
to anything else, if he had been fully aware 
of all the facts of the case. 

It is from not taking sufficiently into ac- 
count the many modifying causes which 
may influence the progress and results of 
disease, altogether irrespective of any drugs 
which may have been administered, that 
the most opposite conclusions may be 
honestly arrived at regarding the efficacy 
and merits of the treatment pursued. In 
the preceding letter, taking small-pox as an 
example of a disease known to pursue a 
regular course, I contrast the safety and 
advantage of a treatment conducted accord- 
ing to the indications of nature with the 
mischief which may be done by interfering 
violently with her order of proceeding ; and 
show how differently the same indications 
may be interpreted when we have no sound 
principle to guide us. A few weeks ago, 
two eases of this disease occurred, so 
strongly illustrative of both propositions, 
and so entirely in harmony with the views 
we are both advocating, that I cannot re- 
frain from shortly alluding to them. The 
first patient was attended by a general 
practitioner, who, it was said, had im- 
lee tee resorted to copious and repeated 

lood-letting at the beginning of the attack. 


The eruption did not come out freely, and 


the patient sank. The second case occurred 
in the same family, but was attended by a 
judicious and waichful homeopathist, who 
adopted what I have pomee a as the 
natural treatment, but with the addition of 
certain infinitesimal doses. The result was, 
that the disease went through its regular 
course, and terminated in complete recovery. 
By some of those interested in the two 
patients, this result was proclaimed to be 
a triumph of Homeopathy over “ Allo- 
pathy ;” but, considered impartially, and 
assuming the accuracy of the statements 
made to me, the triumph, if there be any 
(for it does not follow that because the first 
patient died under the treatment pursued 
she would necessarily have recovered under 
the homeopathic), may more justly be re- 
garded as that of rational over irrational 
practice. Not having seen either of the 
eases, and not being accurately acquainted 
with their details, I shall not pretend to 
pronounce a positive opinion concerning 
the influence of either the bleeding or the 
globules; but as the results in both in- 


they occurred, as likely to attend good as 
contrasted with bad general treatment, I 
can scarcely be accused of uncharitableness 
in still doubting whether the globules had 
any real share in bringing about the re- 
covery which report ascribed wholly to 
their agency. 

Connected with, and arising out of, the 
same neglect of the natural history of dis- 
ease is another difficulty, which greatly 
impairs the value of many of the cases 
published as illustrative of the efficacy of 
either system of treatment. In the majority 
of instances, the vagueness and meagreness 
of detail are such as to render it impossible 
for the reader to form, from the data before 
him, even a rational conjecture how the 
disease has arisen, or what constitutional or 
external causes are in operation to influence 
its intensity and affect its duration. It is 
precisely the obscurity inseparable from 
these omissions which often renders it 
difficult for the practitioner to appreciate 
the real agency of anew remedy or mode 
of treatment, where the unprofessional 
friends, from unconsciousness of their own 
ignorance, see only the clearest evidence of 
its efficacy, and are apt to express amaze- 
ment and indignation at what they consider 
the wilful blindness or prejudice of the 
practioner, who, still feeling a doubt, asks 
for further evidence before sharing in their 
enthusiasm. Not aware of the many sources 
of fallacy which lie in the way, the by- 
stander attaches unhesitating faith to the 
narratives of cure, the very marvellousness 
of which is sufficient to call for the exercise 
of a prudent caution before perilling the 
lives of others on the assumption that the 
narratives contain a pure embodiment of 
truth. 

It is for this reason, also, that I consider 
the numerous eases published in some recent 
homm@opathiec works to be individually 
valueless as proofs, either of the action of 
homceopathie remedies, or of the superiority 
of the new system to the old. Taken in the 
aggregate, their results may constitute a 
fair ground for further inquiry; but, in- 
dividually, little weight can be attached to 
them as proving the specific virtues of any 
particular medicine, or the reality of its in- 
fluence on the cure. They contain a mere 
statement that certain symptoms were com- 
plained of, and certain remedies prescribed, 
and that certain changes followed; but they 
afford no concomitant information regarding 
the mode of life and causes which led to 
the diseases, or the hygienic observances by 
which the exhibition of the remedies was 
accompanied; and, consequently, the reader 
is not enabled to form an opinion of his 
own as to the agency by which the cure 
was effected. To the homeopathist him- 





self, who watched the cases, they may be 
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ponnent with meaning, because he may | 


ve satisfied himself on these points; but 
to his readers they are nearly barren as 
items of evidence. This, ind is a defect 
inherent in a large proportion of ordinary 
as well as homeopathic cases, although in a 
smaller degree; and, as a consequence, 
cures are often ascribed to the use of dr 
which have in reality had nothing to do 
with them. A case in point occurred to 
myself shortly before I relinquished prac- 
tice. A delicately-constituted boy fell into 
a state of health which excited the alarm of 
his friends, who consulted several prac- 
titioners about him without benefit. The 
treatment prescribed seemed to have been 
in many respects —— but little 
advantage was derived from it. This led 
me to minuter inquiry, and I found that 
the guardians of the boy, in their anxiety 
for his mental progress, kept him at school 
from an early morning hour till late in the 
afternoon, and thus prevented him from 
onenng a due supply of nourishment to 
support his strength, till, by the mere lapse 
of time, he became exhausted and irritable. 
they conceived a biscuit or a piece of bread 
in the forenoon sufficient for him, because 
it seemed to be so for other boys. I pre- 
scribed a mild tonic for immediate relief, 
but insisted that he should have a longer 
interval in the forenoon for exercise in the 
open air, and an early dinner of plain 
nourishing food. The decided amendment 
which speedily ensued was attributed by 
some of the friends to the medicine; but, in 
reality, it was due almost exclusively to the 
regimea being brought into harmony with 
the laws of nature. Similar medicines pre- 
scribed by others had been of no use; but, 
conjoined with the required change of 
regimen, their operation, so far as it went, 
was beneficial. Every medical man must 
have met with similar cases, and also with 
many in which it remained difficult for him, 
even after the most careful consideration, 
to determine what was the real agent in 
the recovery which ensued. If, in the case 
of the boy, I had preseribed a homeopathic 
globule instead of the simple tonic, reeover 
would, I believe, have equally followed ; 
but would the infinitesimal dose have been 
on that account entitled to the credit? 1 
refer to this because I am acquainted with 
several cases of homeopathic cures equally 

uivocal as this would have been, but to 
which much importance has nevertheless 
been attached; but I need not oceupy your 
space with their details. To my mind they 
do not indeed disprove Homeopathy, but 
they do show that nature, duly seconded 
by the arrangements of the practitioner, is 
ad uate to the cure of many diseases, with- 
out his resorting to drugs of’ any kind. 

Speaking, then, from a general view of 
medical* practice, I should say that it is 
open to the charge of being carried on 


without due regard to the period and 


; natural course of the disease, or to an 


‘other recognised principle which ean yield 
us safe guidance, and that this is the cause 
of much of the uncertainty and contradic- 

‘tion for which our art is proverbial. We 

| too often, I repeat, attack the disease as if 

| we had to deal with an entity, and not with 
| a state of a living being of a determinate 
| constitution, who is suffering under it, and 
| whose qualities, tendencies, and powers of 
endurance, consequently require to be taken 
into account as well as the disease itself. 

These defects, however, are not inherent in, 

and inseparable from, medicine. They are 

simply the defects of its cultivators; and if 
we were to begin by making ourselves 

uainted with the laws of action of the 
different bodily organs, with the natural 
history of the diseases to which they are 
liable, and with the physiological con- 
ditions most favorable for their restoration, 
and then endeavor to deduce our curative 
indications from a general consideration of 
all those cireumstances, there is every 
probability that we should make a nearer 
approach to unanimity of opinion, because 
then every one would set out from the same 
starting-point, and proceed in the same 
direction towards the goal. 


(To be continued.) 





THE PREPARATION OF DRUGS FOR 
HOMCOPATHIC PRACTICE. 


Accuracy is essential in attenuating drugs 
for successful homeopathic practice. Every 
practitioner should be convinced by the 
necessary proof that the preparations he 
uses in the treatment of diseases are genuine. 
We very much doubt if any mode which 
has been proposed that differs from Hahne- 
mann’s is an improvement. An old-school 
notion prevails too much in the minds of 
most of us, which is, that the curative effi- 
cacy of drugs is in proportion to the quantity. 
The truth is, the curative effect results, 1st. 
From the homeopathicity of the drug to the 
individual case of disease. 2d. To its 
proper atteauation, All homeopathic prac- 
titioners agree in the first, whilst in the 
second there is anything but unanimity. 
We mean no offence to our brethren of the 
profession, but so far as our own observation 
| goes, we have noticed for a long time that 
| those who are the most careful practitioners 

look upon the degree of attenuation of the 
remedy almost of equal importance with a 
‘strict adherence to the therapeutic law in 
ascertaining it. Therefore, if it be true that 
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drugs should be attenuated to develope 
their curative powers, it must foliow that 
accuracy is essential in their preparation. 





BENEVOLENT—VERY. 


Allopathists of late show an unusual dis- 
position to do good to the clergy, who, they 
insinuate, are so incompetent to form an 
opinion of medicine that they have mistaken 
a true healing art (Allopathy), and have 
gone over by hundreds to Homeopathy. 
Some one is amusing himself with the Medi- 
eal Gazette, and proposes to its Editor to 
raise, by voluntary subscription, a sutticient 
amount to “supply every clergyman in the 
State of New-York” with the next volume 
of that print; and the reason assigned is : 


“He thinks that the wide diffusion of the | 


Gazette would do more to overthrow 
quackery than any other course which could 
be pursued.” The editor seizes upon this 
piece of ridicule and treats it as a sincere 
proposition. Only administer to the Ga- 
zette’s vanity, and humbuggery is received 
by it as a reality. 





OPIUM IN DELIRIUM TREMENS. 


There are many remedies placed within 
our reach more valuable to the sufferer 
than rubies, easing his pains and prolonging 


his days. Opium may be mentioned amongst | 


this class, and may be called almost the 
specifie for delirium tremens—the drunk- 
ard’s delirium. The peculiar nature of this 
complaint and the proper method of treat- 
ing it were first brought into general notice 
in 18138 by a little work of Dr. Sutton’s, of 
Greenwich. He saw a good deal of the 
diseases of the smugglers, and of the cus- 
tomers of the smugglers, who frequent the 
coast of Kent, aan he was struck by the 
different event of th’s disorder in the hands 
of different practitioners, according as 
bleedings or narcotics were adopted. 

We will now give a picture of the disease 
from a case on record. ‘The patient was 
a large strong man, between thirty and 
forty years of age. He had been without 
sleep for several nights, somewhat incohe- 
rent, and (what is not usual in such cases) 
violent; threatening and striking those 
about him beeause they refused him access 
to strong drink. He was joint proprietor 
with another in ‘a ginshop, and for some 
time previously he had been a sot, aud 
daily muddled with drink. There was not 
much tremor. ‘I found,’ says his allopathic 
physician, ‘that the object of his partner 


and relations in sending for me was that I 
might sanction his removal to St. Luke’s, for 
his strength made him altogether unman- 
ageable, and his insane and extraordinary 
conduct was hurting the business of the 
house. I declined to take any part in con- 
signing him to a madhouse, and recom- 
mended Morphia (a preparation of Opium). 
After one full dose he soon slept; and the 
next day he was quite rational, and com- 
paratively well.’” This was a brilliant cure 
often achieved with allopathic hands. 
“Palmam qui meruit ferat.” Then how 
do the homeopathists account for these 
cures? They rejoice to state that it is con- 
firmatory of the truth of the hommopathic 
law, let like be treated by like. The poi- 
sonous effects of dram-drinking and Opium 
| are strikingly analogous, which are here 
| placed side by side. 





Effects of Drunken- Effects of oom as 
ness, as seen in Deli- manifeste upon 


rium Tremens, 
| Red face. Face deep red. 
| Eyes injected. Eyes inflamed. 
| Constant chattering. Rambling. 

Tremors. Tremors. 
| Delirium. Delirium. 

Pulse accelerated. Pulse accelerated. 

Sleeplessness. Sleeplessness, 

Death by coma. Death by coma. 

Opium cures symptoms similar to what 

| Opium is capable of producing, this is what. 
,is understood by Homeopathy. Forty 
| years ago, drunkard’s delirium was treated 
by bleedings, ete.; it is now universally 
| treated by allopaths with a homeopathie 
| remedy, and yet they abuse the bridge that 
carries them safely over. 

Well might Fontana exclaim, “I know 
the power of prejudice in favor of old 
erroneous doctrines ; and how great the re- 
sistance is even in the most certain and 
luminous experiments.” Prejudice has cer- 
tainly a great share in this repugnance, but, 
above all, self-love dreads to adopt new 
truths because they carry with them a tacit 
avowal of ignorance. Hence arises the dif- 
fieulty of bringing those who are advanced 
in years, and men of learning who have 
already acquired reputation, to admit of 
new discoveries.—Hom. Times. 


Opium-eaters. 


THE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE PHY- 
SICIAN—THE PROFESSION ITS OWN 
ENEMY. 

The noble art of medicine will yet be 
brought out in all its beauty, and made to 
subserve the purpose for which it is adapted. 
The day of baseless theories is passed, no 
longer disturbing and misleading the mind 





of the real student. Facts, facts are now 
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sought for, and all theories must be based | most happy if we could in any way aid in 


upon proved facts. By this course of in- 
vestigation, carried on by so many zealous 
minds who seek truth for the love of it, it 
cannot be otherwise than a development of 
a rational mode of treating diseases, which 
shall approximate certainty as nearly as the 
nature of the subject admits of. The minds 
of practitioners generally are impressed 
with the necessity of accuracy in studying 
each case of disease, and following the same 
accuracy, select that drug which is the 
remedy. The true mode of cure is hardly 
yet understood, and although homeopathy 
was promulgated half a century ago, yet 
her principles are not fully comprehended 
even by her best students. Yet she is pro- 
gressing, and ultimately will enable her 
practitioners to overcome many diseases 
which are now looked upon as hopeless. 
Those who love truth for her own sake will 
carefully avoid all asperity towards those 
with whom they differ in doctrine and 
practice; for it is no sign of a lover of 
truth, that his zeal vents itself in detrac- 
tion, and hatred of those who do not think 
as he does. There never ean be perfect 
agreement among medical men, it is useless 
to look for it; but there can and should be 
courtesy between those who differ, and a 
free interchange of sentiments on proper 
occasions, with confidence in each other's 
integrity, would lead to a better state of 
feeling, and cause a rapid progression in the 
science and art of medicine. The duties of 
the physician are too important to the com- 
forts of life to be thought of and treated 
with lightness and disrespect. If human 
health and life are of value, then the physi- 
cian’s calling is of corresponding value. A 
mistake on his part might result in prema- 
ture death, which, under some circum- 
stances, would change the entire prospects 
of a large family, so that ages could not 
repair the derangement caused by one un- 
timely death, We may be thought too 
enthusiastic because we are of those of 
whom we write; but for ourself, we freely 
declare, that rather than feel a less measure 
of the responsibility of the position which, 
in the order of Divine providence, we are 
placed in, we would prefer to feel an 
hundredfold increase of it. We would be 





the great and necessary ceremony of 
“burying the hatchet” among the profes- 
sion, that we might love as brethren, and for 
ever cease to make mouths at one another, 
or call names, or resort to any of the thou- 
sand ways by which detraction can be 
accomplished. 

Physicians are thought to be, and justly, 
too, an enlightened class of men; but by 
some means the spirit of jealousy and of 
envy has got in among them, and has wel! 
nigh worked them out of the cenfidence of 
the people. By a little calm reflection each 
one will see for himself the errors into 
which the profession have fallen; and will 
also perceive how the evil is tu be removed. 
Not by “conventions and collective resolu- 
tions, but each man for himself should eulti- 
vate meekness, gentleness, patience, indus- 
try, perseverance and honesty. Thereby 
the loss which the profession has met with, 
in consequence of these things, will after 
awhile be regained. Controversy amounts 
to but little. Few, very few, are ever con- 
vineed by it. It only breeds strife and il! 
feeling. It causes cliques and parties 
founded upon nothing but heated passions, 
or some supposed principle which they mis- 
takingly think they are in duty bound to 
defend, even to the knife. No progress can 
be made in scientific discoveries by any one 
who allows his passions to govern him, es- 
pecially when they expend themselves upon 
an opponeat whose purpose is equally 
honest with his own, and perhaps more so. 
Coercion or an attempt at it by law or party 
influence can never be promotive of scien- 
tifie investigations. The mind should be 
free; and the Creator designed, as every 
man feels within himself, perfect freedom of 
mental labor in scientific pursuits. There 
ean be no natural aristocracy in this; all are 
free; all are equal to labor in this field and 
promulgate the results of their labor ; and all 
who properly know their calling and true 
relation to their fellows, will never for 1 
moment feel, much less show, any indica- 
tion of the dark spirits of envy, iealousy or 
detraction, but, on the contrary, manifest 
that noble spirit of approbation and en- 
couragement to every one who casts, if it 
be but a mite, into the treasury of medical 
knowledge. 
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THE YELLOW FEVER. 

The yellow fever is ravaging Martinique, 
Guadaloupe, and Barhadoes. From the re- 
ports, it is of the malignant type, Typhus 
icterodes. Bleeding, leeches, Calomel, Tar- 
tar Emetic, etc., ete., have been of no avail. 
Why do not the doctors try Homeopathy ! 


HOW TO JUDGE OF A SYSTEM OF 
MEDICINE. 

When a person dies under homeopathic 
treatment the event is sometimes regarded 
by the unthinking as evidence that that sys- 
tem of medicine is unsafe, uncertain, and 
unworthy of confidence. The want of 
proper reflection and good judgment under 
such cireumstanees may lead to not only an 
illogical, but an absurd conclusion. Com- 
mon observation teaches that few, very few, 
die of old age; but death comes to. the 
young and to the middle-aged also, under 
every variety of condition, and almost in 
every instance unexpectedly, “as a thief in 
the night.” And we have the Divine sanc- 
tion for the wisdom of such an arrangement. 
It does not follow, therefore, that the death 
of an individual is of itself evidence of an 
erroneous medical treatment, for it is 
known that a person may die under the 
very best and live under the very worst; 
for this reason, it is not always that a re- 
covery or a death proves anything of | 
the appropriateness of the treatment. Pre- 
viously to a conelusion being drawn from 
such premises, that shall be true and just, a 
great deal of knowledge is necessary, much 
more, in some cases, than falls to the lot of 
man to possess ; with, then, the proper quali- 
fication in knowledge, honesty and skill, all 
the facts should be ascertained by a thorough 
investigation of the individual case; and 
then, by strict logical reasoning, a tolerably 
accurate conclusion may be reached in some 
instances. But when sympathy, prejudice, 





grief, or any passion, controls the mind, es- 
pecially in those who, under the most favor- 
able circumstances, are incompetent to judge | 
of the matter, an opinion from such a source 
is of no value; but, on the contrary, it may 





do great harm both to a true system of me- | I 


dicine, and to its able and faithful practi- | 
tioner. | 





But let it be borne in mind that it does 
not by any manner of means follow, from 
what we have said above, that we are not 
to judge of a system of medicine from indi- 
vidual experience of its effects in the resto- 
ration of health, in the mitigation of human 
sufferings and prolongation of life in ineura- 
ble cases; but such judgment, to be just, 
muét be formed from numerous eases in all 
the varieties of disease, in the hands of nu- 
merous educated and skilful practitioners, 


| the treatment being based upon clearly de- 


fined laws existing in nature. If Allopathy 
and Homeopathy be tried by these rules, it 
will not be difficult to determine which is 
worthy of confidence. 


HOMCOPATHY. 


At a meeting of the Connecticut Home- 
pathic Society, held at the office of Dr. 
Norton, in Bridgeport, on the 16th ult., an 
amended constitution was reported and 
adopted, several reports of cases were made, 
a paper was read by Dr. Keep on the Pre- 
vention of Disease, and the following offi- 
cers were chosen : 
nm Speier T. Denison, M.D., of Fair- 

ela, 

Vice-President—W. W. Rodman, M.D., of 
Waterbury. 

Secretary—G. 8. Greer, M.D., of Hartford. 

Treasurer—C. H. Skiff, M.D., of New 
Haven, 

The following resolutions were unani- 
mously adopted : 

Whereas, the Connecticut Medical Society 
unanimously adopted the late report of Dr. 
Worthington Hooker, on the “Treatment 
due to Homeopathic Practitioners,” and 
thereby sanctioned the position, “that if a 
physician should teink that the alled prin- 
ciple similia similibus curantur, (which wos 
definitely advanced by Stahl a century be- 
fore Hahnemann made it the basis of his 
system) applies as an explanation of some 
of the ae developed in the treat- 
ment of disease, or if he should think that 
homeeopathists have brought to our notice 
some remedies which are of value, such - 
opinions do by no means make him a 
homeopathist, or subject him to discipline” 
—therefore 

_ Resolved, 1st. That we regard these posi- 
tions with gratification, believing them to 
be the first recognition from such a source 
of the possibility that the homeopathic 
principle, and the remedies it has brought 
into notice, May merit anything better than 
obliquy and oe pedis ian 


t. 
2d. That we will bear with composure 




































* 
















ee 











SxzEtirs 




















eS 


THE AMERICAN JOURNAL OF HOM@OPATHY. 








the mode in which we are personally 
treated, even though to have fellowship’ 
with us and to us “as brethren” be 
deemed an offence worthy of “ discipline,’ 
if we may hope for better treatment for our 
principles, satisfied if the cause of truth is 
advanced by investigation, either within or 
without the pale of our ranks. 
3d. That as the leading principle of our 
system and its remedies are thus recognized 
as legitimate subjects for investigatio#, we 
trust they will not henceforth be sti i 
as “Quackery,” but that such opprobious 
epithets will Gf used at all) be reserved for 
onest practice, in whatever mode, and 
ially for those practitioners who make 
use of or vend secret and pretended nostrums. 
4th. That we view with pleasure the in- 
creased attention bestowed upon Homao- 
pathy, feeling assured that a candid estimate 
of its history, its a and its remedies, 
will, ere long, lead others to that respect 
and confidence with which we regard them. 





EVERY MAN AND EVERY WOMAN A 
DOCTOR. 

It is, to our mind, a hard task to remove 
from the minds of the people the numer- 
ous erroneous notions which, for ages, 
have been gradually accumulating by 
the doctrines and practice of Hippocrates 
and his followers. Of all that concerns 
us in this life, no one thing is more diffi- 
eult to understand and practise than 
the proper treatment of the sick. Yet 
so familiar have the people become with 
unmeaning technicalities used to express 
the nature of diseases, and with various un- 
numbered and not at all known compounds 
put up by practitioners, regular and irre- 
gular, for the cure of diseases by name, or 
advised on account of fancy speculations in 
regard to the nature and cause of human 
maladies ; that from the good old lady who 
earns her bread by the sweat of her brow over 
iste wash-tub, to the most intellectual and 
refined one of “elegant leisure,” there is no 
hesitation in giving a prompt and positive 
opinion of any case of disease they may 
see or hear of, and with equal promptness 
and no thought advise medicine, as if the 
treatment of diseases were the easiest thing 
in the world, and not the result of educa- 
tion and experience, founded on fixed princi- 
ples, difficult of application even by the 
most skilful This ignorance, this gross 


‘ignorance of medicine, has been accumu- 
' lating so long that it has become almost a 
proverb that the art of healing “comes by 
nature.” The allopathic school complains 
bitterly of quacks and quackery, but these 
evils lay at its own door, for both have been 
manufactured in that school. 





Homeopathic Manual of Obstetrics; or, A 
Treatise on the Aid the Art of Midwifery 
may derive from Homeopathy. By Dr 
C. Croserio, of Paris. From the French, 
by M. Cotz, M.D. Published by Moore, 
Anderson, Wilstack and Keys. Cincin- 
nati, O. 1852, pp. 153, 12mo, 


We have given but a hurried examination 
of this Manual, but the high standing of Dr. 
Croserio in the Homeopathic School makes 
it only necessary to have it known that he is 
the author of the above work, to induce each 
practitioner of our school to seek a copy of 
it without delay. We perceive it is one 
of those few practical works which will aid 
practitioners at the bedside of the sick. 
Having had in our day no small experience 
on the various subjects treated of in the 
volume before us, we confess our vanity is 
a little excited, in seeing Dr. Croserio ad- 
vance our own views, and inculcate in the 
main our own practice, which we know has 
been successful. The volume under notice 
may seem to be insignificant because it con- 
tains only 153 pages; but our readers can 
hardly conceive the amount of information 
which the author has contrived in the 
clearest manner to express in a few words 
The chief recommendation of the work is, 
that the practice is purely homeopathic 
We have not perceived any allopathic mea- 
sures, or, as some of our English homeo- 
pathists have it, “auxiliaries,” advised. We 
hope the publishers will have this Manual 
on sale in this city. Itis beautifully got up. 





Prorrssor A. E. Smatu’s introductory lec- 
ture to the class of the Homeopathic Medi- 
eal College of Pennsylvania, delivered Oc 
tober 14th, 1852, and published by th 
Class, has been received. This lecture is * 
brief exposition and defence of Hommops 





thy, and does credit to its author. 















SP ee ara 


x 





